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ic image from MXlonboard.corn’s Juan 
Pablo Acevedo of exceptional MX2 and KTM talent 
Jeffrey Herlings rushing back to bike fitness last 
week in Spain. The former double world champion 
wants the passing hours to slow until Qatar but it is 
hard to imagine the 20 year old being anything but 
competitive at Losail in spite of his injury hassles 
Photo by JP Acevedo/KTM 













Gigi’s first... 

Ducati’s GP15 was launched this week and rep¬ 
resents technician Gigi Dall’lgna’s first authentic 
crack at turning the Italian’s fortunes around in 
MotoGP (even if last year with the ’14 was a rea¬ 
sonably decent campaign & three podium finishes). 
Andrea Dovizioso has already commented on the 
small and compact nature of the bike but it’s what 
inside that counts. Roll on Sepang 

Photo by Ducati Corse Press 
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Storm weatherer... 
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A first ever win at the Hells Gate Extreme Enduro 
for Jonny Walker marked another milestorie in the 
24 year old’s career and was the second wiririn a 
week for the Brit who likes to swap between 30Qcc- 
two-stroke and four-stroke KTM technology depend¬ 
ing on the terrain. The event in Italy was described 
by the Red Bull star - getting through sets of his MSR 
gear - as his ‘toughest ever race’ 

Photo by Future7Media/Jonty Edmonds 
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ARLINGTON, TEXAS 

AT&T STADIUM • FEBRUARY 14th ■ Rnd 7 of 17 

450SX winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250SX East winner: Marvin Musquin, KTM 





By Steve Matthes 
Photos by Simon Cudby 


RYAN DUNGEY TAKES CONTROL AND GETS 
FLASHY IN THE AT&T STADIUM FOR WIN N0.2 
AND THE THIRD RIDER TO DOUBLE UP IN WINS 
THIS SEASON. EAST COAST GETS UNDERWAY 
WITH MARVIN MUSQUIN MAKING A KTM SWEEP 









W ell, we’re seven rounds down in 2015 
Monster Energy Supercross and where 
exactly did the time go? We’re knee deep in 
this series and things are starting to become a 
bit clearer. 

A couple of weeks from now we’ll be passing 
the halfway mark and tensions will become 
high. Well, actually maybe they are already. 
Let’s take a look at some highlights from the 
last round in Dallas, which was also the first 
round of the 250SX Eastern championship. 

Plenty of talk about RCH Suzuki’s Kenny Roc- 
zen becoming the next great one in supercross 
(or should I say #whosnext as this is the pref¬ 
erable catch phrase for the promoters) and his 
arch-rival Eli Tomac of the GEICO Honda team 
following right behind him. But through the 
opening rounds, it’s the old war horse in Red 
Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey who holds the points 
lead by 12 over Roczen with the same amount 
of wins at that. 

In Dallas Dungey grabbed the all-important 
start and rode masterful for 20 laps to take 
victory. He tied Roczen and Trey Canard (more 
on him in a second) for the most wins in the 
season so far with two and extended Roczen’s 
winless drought to four races. Dungey’s won 
two out of the last three and in a series where 
momentum has switched a few times, he’s 
got it now. Dungey’s been very, well, ‘Dungey- 
ish’ this year as in he’s so solid and makes 
few mistakes. If you’re one of his competitors, 
you’re not going to beat him by hoping that he 
beats himself. He’ll take a podium spot every 
weekend and just be there the whole way. 

Lots of chatter in the pits about Dungey and 
Roczen because of the latter’s recent decision 
to break away from uber-successful trainer 
Aldon Baker who had recently picked up Dun¬ 
gey as a client. Baker’s resume speaks for 


itself and Dungey’s been telling people behind 
the scenes that Baker’s rejuvenated him this 
year. Roczen’s decision was curious to be sure 
but his father is back in his life after being 
away the last couple of years and Kenny’s go¬ 
ing to take what he learned with Baker and 
do his own thing. One of the sources I spoke 
to close to the situation says that Baker’s fee 
was a source of discontent with the German 
as well as his new boss Ricky Carmichael not 
being that happy with Baker’s program as it 
entails riding with rivals such as Dungey, Jason 
Anderson and Marvin Musquin. Which was 
something RC never did when he was rac¬ 
ing. Dungey’s also apparently going to move 
away from RC’s practice track he has leased 
for years (this story has so many subplots, it’s 
ridiculous!) and in my opinion, it won’t be long 
before the #94 RCH rider takes Dungey’s spot 
and gets further away from Baker and his crew. 

No matter who he’s training with, Roczen is 
very fast and this title will go down to the wire 
with the four riders (Dungey, Tomac, Canard 
and Roczen) battling it out. Almost every 
practice this year these four riders have been 
top four in some order in qualifying times, 
they’ve risen to the front in the main events 
and Tomac, fourth in the points, is 14 points 
up on Rockstar Husqvarna’s Jason Anderson 
(another Baker client by the way). 

Canard won the Oakland Supercross in what 
was a very emotional win for him and the 
Honda crew - it was his first 450SX win since 
2011- and he backed it up with a great ride in 
San Diego to take his second success. Trey 
had Kenny all over him for most of the second 
half of the race and did a terrific job getting 
through traffic to take the flag. Canard’s got a 
style (unlike Roczen and Dungey) where you’re 
sometimes watching him through your fingers 
but he makes it work. Despite his injuries, 
Trey’s got no fear and he’s in this thing. 





“So if you heelclick on thfe sid^and 
I’ll go the other..." Red Bull KTIw 
prepare for domination in Dalfes 
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AMA-SX DALLAS 


Eli Tomac missed out on the top 
five for the first time in six events 


At the 30th 250SX Main Event in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth area, Mus- 
quin delivered only KTM’s second 
win at this particular meet... 



As far as Tomac, he’s been really fast but some 
mistakes have left him trailing the other three 
in the points...but it’s not for a lack of trying. 

It’s almost like Tomac, who had a lot of starts 
and stops in his rookie 450SX season last year, 
is experiencing his real rookie term this year. 
He’s been on the ground more times than the 
other three riders combined and the last two 
weeks has seen him make a series of hard 
passes on Chad Reed causing both riders to hit 
the dirt. Things are tense between the two rid¬ 
ers and one wonders how much this feud is tak¬ 
ing away from Tomac’s focus to race forward. 
The GEICO team has been on Eli to be more 
aggressive in his opening laps and he’s taken 
that to heart. No lack of try from the #3 but it’s 
looking like his mistakes are going to leave him 
on the outside of this title chase come the final 
round in Las Vegas. 

Honda’s desperate to get back to the top in the 
American 450 scene and has gone back in time 
to get more and more help from the Japanese 
racing division at Honda, named HRC. In speak¬ 
ing to team manager Dan Betley, some hard 
decisions were made to let some long-time 
suspension and motor people go in the name of 
getting a fresh look at their bike with engineers. 
Honda’s got the three factory bikes of Canard, 
Tomac and Seely working well (Canard and 
Tomac run KYB suspension while Seely stuck 
with the Showa’s) and the mood is noticeably 
happier over there in 2015. And maybe, just 
maybe, Canard gives the big red machine its 
first big bike title since Carmichael left at the 
end of '04. 

With Star Yamaha’s Cooper Webb making a 
mockery of the 250SX West series (despite a 
huge crash at San Diego that left him battered 
but still able to take the win) it was with some 
relief to see the all-new and improved 250SX 
Eastern riders take to the track in Dallas. Well, 
judging by round one we may be in for another 
runaway. Red Bull KTM’s Marvin Musquin was 
the fastest rider all day in his practices, won his 
heat going away and then led every lap in the 
main event which included a staggered start re¬ 
start for a rider that went down. He opened up 
a four second lead or so on defending champi¬ 


on Justin Bogle of the GEICO Honda team then 
for the re-start proceeded to open up the same 
gap in just a couple of laps. 

Musquin missed last year’s indoor series with 
an injury but he’s lost none of his skill out 
there. After narrowly losing the 250SX title to 
Wil Hahn a couple of years ago he’s looking 
great (albeit after only one race) to finally get 
the American number one plate on his wall to 
match the MX2 World Championship ones. 

Also impressing was Swiss import Arnaud 
Tonus who, depending on which person you 
talked to, was either very fast on the test track 
or was a mess and going to crash every week. 
Well, yes, he did crash in Dallas but one of the 
incidents was not his fault. Tonus was very fast 
in qualifying and looks to have adapted well to 
supercross. Look for him to improve from here. 

The American 250MX champion, Jeremy Mar¬ 
tin, had a nice Dallas in that he qualified for the 
main event. Inexplicably Martin had not made 
the opening Main two years in a row so get¬ 
ting in was the goal! Martin did that with ease 
and looked fine while battling for third with Pro 
Circuit’s Joey Savatgy. In the end, he finished 
fourth but no shame in that. Bogle was good as 
was Savatgy but there’s a sense of closeness 
with the group of riders after Musquin. Again 
we don’t want to rush to judgment here but did 
we mention that Musquin looked great? 



























Solid title defence launch for Jus¬ 
tin Bogle with a podium finish and 
Honda’s eighth 250SX win in Dal¬ 
las. Almost 55,000 people were 
watching in the AT&T Stadium 
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AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 



AIWA BLOG 



‘DIESIELLING 

By Steve Matthes 




W ith the win in Dallas, Red Bull KTM’s Ryan 
Dungey extended his points lead out on his 
old team-mate Kenny Roczen with 11 rounds to 
go in the Monster Energy Supercross Series. It 
was a great ride by The Diesel (his new nickname 
that you’ll read he’s not thrilled about) and he’s 
looking to capture his second 450SX champion¬ 
ship this season; a campaign that has been about 
‘who’s next’ rather than ‘who’s still here’.... 


We caught up to Ryan after the main event to get 
his take on what went down. 

Second win of the year and again like the other 
Anaheim one, great job. Masterful riding. I don’t 
know if you made a mistake. 

Yeah, definitely that holeshot tonight was key, ob¬ 
viously with those first two turns, a lot of carnage 
was happening. So getting to the first turn made 
things a lot easier. I was able to get out front, 
race the track and focus on myself. I saw I started 
opening up a little bit of a gap which is always 
great for the rider who’s being up front. I saw Ken 
moved into second there and I was able to keep 
slowly opening that gap more. By a little bit over 
halfway I had a good, comfortable lead which I 
tried to maintain. Then from there ran it in for the 
win. 


He looked he gained a couple tenths on you for 
a couple laps. I don’t even know if you noticed it 
or if you picked it up or anything. 

I did notice it a little bit. That first few laps the 
lines were still kind of developing in a few cor¬ 
ners. Ken’s a good rider. He’s going to be there. 
So it’s important for me not to make mistakes 
and able to just ride my laps clean. There are 
a lot of riders who are going to be there, so for 
me to be solid and just ride my laps and focus 
on myself, that’s important. Sometimes you get 
caught up [with what is going on] behind you 
which makes you go backwards. 



You’re the last guy I talked to tonight and almost 
everybody spoke about how hard it was to pass 
out there. You got the holeshot but you had to 
deal with tappers, so how was that? 

Lappers were much better tonight than they 
were in San Diego. I know the passing is prob¬ 
ably tough for a lot of guys but in the heat race 
I was able to make a good couple passes. And 
on a track like this that isn’t so good for passing 
it was good to know that before the restart you 
can make something happen. But there was a 
lot more traction in the heat too than the main. I 
think as the main came on it got drier and slicker, 
which everybody funnels into the one line. It’s 
hard to get out of the main groove. 

You’ve raced Dallas forever. Nice to have this 
new dirt and I know it broke down but nothing 
like the old Dallas right? 

No, for sure hands-down this dirt was way better. 
There were parts of the track that were still tacky 
after the main event as we were walking it. The 
part that got a little bit slippery which wasn’t bad 
for hard-pack, it was just the main line. 

You’re not down with the Diesel nickname? I 
heard it from two people. 

I don’t know. It is what it is. I’m not against it. 
Honestly, whatever. I just do my thing. I think a 
lot of riders and even with Roger, “The Man,” I 
don’t think they come up with them by them¬ 
selves. It is what it is. 

I saw some people with Dungey Diesel shirts 
though. I don’t know if you saw them. 

I didn’t see that. 

There are shirts already so it looks like you’re 
stuck with it! 



PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE AS STANDARD 

With the KTM 450 SX-F, you’re perfectly equipped for the world’s toughest racing series. 
Supercross performance, high-end components and premium equipment with no compromises. 
Ryan Dungeyand KTM: Premium Power, READY TO RACE. 


450 SX-F 
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TREY CANARD KEEPS COMING BACK FOR MORE 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

PERSEVERING WITH HONDA, APPREHENSIVE OF FURTHER INJURY AND MIRED IN 
CONTROVERSY AFTER A ROUND-THREE ANAHEIM SPAT WITH CHAD REED HE MAY WELL BE 
THE AMA'S MR NICE BUT TREY CANARD ALSO HAS A STEELY RESERVE ABOUT HIM AND HAS 
ALREADY CLAMBERED THE TOP STEP OF THE PODIUM THIS SEASON. WE CAUGHT UP WITH 
THE 24 YEAR OLD FOR A SWIFT UPDATE ON ALL THINGS '41' 


HERE'S AN UPDATE OF A STORY WE RAN FOR DIRT BIKE RIDER 
MAGAZINE IN THE UK. MORE INFO ABOUT DBR AND TO SEE THEIR 


ACTIVE WEBSITE CHECK OUT: WWW.DIRTBIKERIDER.COM 





T rey Canard goes through fits-and-spurts 
of being topical. For the last three sea¬ 
sons the Oklahoman has been on the 
verge of cresting the premier class of 450SX/ 
MX only for injury or freak occurrences to send 
him back to the sidelines. The most alarming 
example is when Ryan Morais jumped on him 
at Dodgers Stadium in Los Angeles for round 
three of the 2012 AMA Supercross series. He 
broke three vertebrae, was told he was lucky to 
be walking and missed most of the campaign. 
Skip forward three years and round three again 
- this time at Anaheim - and Canard was once 
more on the dirt after the sensational collision 
with Chad Reed and then being the victim of 
a subsequent retaliatory move that saw the 
Australian disqualified. Reed told RacerX jour¬ 
nalist and OTOR’s Steve Matthes that Canard 
“will never be a Supercross champion. He just 
makes dumbass choices like that. One hell of a 
talented dude but I just question whether he’ll 
have all the pieces of the puzzle.” 

Many insiders have questioned whether Ca¬ 
nard was wise to jump so long over the double 
at the Angel Stadium whereupon he could not 
avoid Reed. For the most part it looked like a 
simple racing incident. The same occurrence 
that put the Honda rider’s former team-mate 
Justin Barcia on the floor at the Geneva Super¬ 
cross last December after an altercation with 
Christophe Pourcel. For all his grace, speed 
and undoubted potential Canard just cannot 
avoid the ‘sharp points’ of the sport. Can he 
gather the pieces of the puzzle? Wins in Oak¬ 
land and San Diego would suggest that he is 
damn close. 

We spoke to ex-Grand Prix rider Jimmy Albert¬ 
son for some more insight on his good friend 
and training partner. “He is a good guy but 
Trey - and he has been one of my best friends 


for all of my life - is not afraid to get mean and 
aggressive. What you see on the outside is not 
always what Trey is all about. He is a happy, 
smiley guy and everybody’s friend and that is 
how he is; always legitimately taking people for 
how they are but it is cool to see him on the 
track because I feel that his real personality 
comes out: ‘don’t mess with me!”’ 

True to estimation meeting Canard is an ut¬ 
terly pleasant experience. It is doubtful you 
will encounter a friendlier, respectful and more 
humble athlete capable of rising to the very 
top of the severely competitive world of AMA 
racing. 

But you do have to wonder if the broken wrists, 
collarbones, femurs, arms, vertebrae and the 
constant way the industry has ‘rolled their 
eyeballs’ upon hearing the latest Canard set¬ 
back may have hardened his resolve...just like 
Albertson says. Despite the adversity Canard 
has not been written off. He has also been a 
mainstay at Honda, the glory-starved brand 
with whom he claimed the 2010 AMA 250MX 
title and won the Nations at Colorado, his sole 
appearance to date. The way Canard incessant¬ 
ly recovers from injury to continually pop up 
on the supercross or motocross podium dem¬ 
onstrates incredible levels of belief and deter¬ 
mination (even after the Anaheim incident with 
Reed he believed he was in the right). These 
qualities are perhaps emboldened by his faith 
in Christianity (as anyone following on Twitter 
and privy to his scripture postings will testify) 
and from what he describes as the sheer will 
of being the underdog. Albertson says: “He has 
been through a lot and for this he knows he is 
strong.” 









TREY CANARD 


Our interview takes place in the parking lot at 
Huntingdon Beach Honda the night before the 
eventful A2. We’ve been given fifteen minutes 
for a chat and photos before an hour long 
signing session at the bike dealership (...im¬ 
agine that MXGP riders). Canard arrives early 
and his laidback demeanour suggests the slim 
interview slot was not by his own request. He 
is comfortable, accommodating and has fun in 
front of Ray Archer’s camera. In conversation 
he is able to convey a sensible degree of self¬ 
reflection. 

“My career has always been a rollercoaster but 
since I got in the 450s then there have been 
some real highs and some really low mo¬ 
ments,” he says. “It is disappointing because I 
have been close to a lot of wins and decently 
close to a championship at times. To look back 
on it all then...honestly...it has been great. 
Career aside I think I have personally grown so 
much. I go the races now and I genuinely enjoy 
being there and it is a very authentic thing for 
me. Are there things I would have changed? 
Absolutely. But at the same time it has all 
been for the good.” 

You must get bored talking about the tribula¬ 
tions since the 250MX title and Nations suc¬ 
cess but the will power to keep going through 
those injuries has to be so strong. There must 
have been moments when you were so pissed 
off... 

There have been, for sure. You are trying to 
do everything right, whether it is being smart 
with your riding, checking the training...cross¬ 
ing the ‘t’s’ and dotting the Ts’. Everything is 
taken care of...but still something happens. It 
is so frustrating but I think it is something that 
has helped me to be ‘real’ to a lot of people. 

For me personally I look at people like RC or 
Jeremy [McGrath] and they are heroes but also 
like ‘super’ heroes and it can be hard to relate. 

I feel like my setbacks and shortcomings help 
show that we are not super-human, just nor¬ 
mal guys. I also feel like it has helped devel¬ 
oped me personally and to the point where I 


can continue to do well and reach that peak 
again. 

It is not like you are coming back and finish¬ 
ing eleventh in races. You return and make the 
podium! There are real extremes. There prob¬ 
ably isn’t anyone else with the same story... 

It’s been a crazy ride that’s for sure. I like to 
think of it as an underdog story. Not that I’ve 
done anything special but it is fun to cheer for 
someone who is trying to overcome the odds 
or face the giant. It has been a privilege in my 
career but I also hope it is water under the 
bridge. I hope the next half will be on more of 
an even keel. 

Canard is perhaps in tune with his body’s 
fragility and strength more than any of the 
other scarred racers in the gate. He has learnt 
the harsh way about limitations and at the age 
of 24 still has plenty to give. After all he is a 
fast, economical and stylish racer. “I think he 
is good at working on his weaknesses and he 
has always been the type of guy to study him¬ 
self and look to see where you can be better,” 
assesses Albertson. “He has killer form, and 
stays up and over the bike. He is very solid on 
the motorcycle and can scrub it like no other. 
There are not many weaknesses to be worked 
on...just one big one and that’s his starts. I 
hope he can get out of the gate and we can see 
some decent finishes.” 

You say that mentally and spiritually you have 
prospered but as a rider have you developed 
over the last couple of years? At Bercy in 
2013 you were exceptional. Do you feel there 
has been an evolution? 

Yeah, I think I’ve developed another side of 
racing apart from my skill set. I think the skill 
set has always been there and I’ve had a god- 
given ability to ride a motorcycle but in the 
last year and a half I feel I have learned the 
other side of things with regards to testing and 
trying to develop the motorcycle. I hope I have 
grown up in that respect and won’t make the 
small errors again that I did in the past. 


One big question people might have is about 
Honda. A rider as ferocious as Justin Barcia 
moves away from the factory team but you re¬ 
main. I know you’ve had support from Honda 
for a number of years but did you also have 
doubts - like Barcia - on whether the bike is 
the right equipment? 

In previous years, yes. The Honda had a bad 
rap there for a little while and nobody wanted 
to ride it and that was when I jumped on the 
thing. For sure there were doubts but I try not 
to look at it like the ‘grass is always greener 
on the other side’, rather working with what 
we’ve got. There have always been so many 
great people at Honda to work with and one of 
those for me was Dan Betley [Team Manager], 
This year he wanted to make some changes 
and I stood behind him 100%...and I still do. 

I’m proud of that because I see the way the 
motorcycle is now and how its come-on. I’m 
really thankful because I think it is one of the 
best - if not the best - out there. It great to 
come through that time when the bike was not 
so good to something where you feel really 
comfortable. 

It seems crazy that people might disregard 
American Honda and their resources... 

Yeah, and it seemed for a second that every¬ 
body who rode the bike was not really happy 
with it...but I’m really happy now because we 
haven’t skewed the CRF too much. We are re¬ 
ally close to the geometry of a stock model, for 
example, and it is better than it has ever been. 
There have been some great developments at 
American Honda with HRC and the Japanese 
being very involved. 


How do you feel about the Supercross series? 
Is there international potential there? 

I think it is moving in a positive direction and 
the TV is better than it’s ever been. Every¬ 
thing is live and that’s a huge step in America; 
we love our TV over here! The thing that is 
probably not going to be great for the sport 
is the loss of two of its superstars this year 
in Villopoto and Stewart but I think there is 
a bright future for it because there are 10-12 
guys who go very fast. Supercross is in a good 
place and the economy is getting better and 
better and so is the racing. With RV going to 
Europe I hope that it bridges the gap between 
the two worlds of racing. The American in me 
wants RV to win because I think it will give a 
respect...I think that the MXGP guys almost 
don’t respect our national series: just my own 
thoughts. It seems that both sides are against 
each other when we are all racing [motocross] 
and should have mutual respect. I hope RV go¬ 
ing there bridges that and we can get a World 
Supercross round in Europe. I’m excited to see 
how the whole thing goes. 

So you will have more interest in MXGP this 
year? 

Sure, I have watched more and more as it has 
become accessible here in America. It was 
awesome to be able to turn the TV on last year 
and watch these guys. It is so cool to see all 
these different places and riders and to know 
we are all doing the same thing but all over the 
world. I’m excited and I have more of a vested 
interest because of RV. I’m cheering for him 
but at the same time it is hard to go against 
Antonio or any of the others. 




You are long overdue an appearance at the 
Nations where you could have a closer look. 

In fact we’ve yet to see you racing motocross 
in Europe... 

I was really hoping to go last year. I understand 
why they chose [Eli] Tomac at that point in the 
series. He wasn’t beating me in points but he 
was definitely beating me on the track. I don’t 
know...in the end I was fine with the decisions 
they made to try and do the best for America. 
I’m definitely up for it and want to come to Eu¬ 
rope to race in the Nations overseas. It is one 
thing to do it in America but another to expe¬ 
rience that whole other side of racing. It was 
crazy at Colorado so I can only imagine how 
crazy it will be over there... 


Some portraits later and Canard joins the oth¬ 
er Honda athletes like Tomac, the Geico team 
and new team-mate Cole Seely where a small 
crowd is already gathering. Twenty-four hours 
later in the Angel Stadium and Canard would 
show that other side to his character and what 
is almost desperation to somehow make up 
for time lost to misfortune. Luckily for Trey - 
and for us - the Supercross season still has to 
rattle through another fourteen races in fifteen 
weeks. Who knows what the next chapter will 
have held for '41'. You can only think, what¬ 
ever it is, that Canard has matured to embrace 
whatever fate his relentless sport decides to 
bestow. 




TREY CANARD, 

1ST PLACE 
OAKLAND SX. 
THANKS FOR THE 
INSPIRATION TREY! 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Graeme Brown/GeeBee images 


W orld Superbike is about to head 
away from the grid at Phillip Is¬ 
land this weekend to open 2015 
and a new era of a discipline that was 
born in 1988. OTOR caught up with fresh 
Kawasaki recruit Jonathan Rea at the 
works team’s launch in Barcelona as the 
28 year old faces a key season with his 
first manufacturer switch since emerging 
onto the international scene in 2008. We 
couldn’t resist asking the motocross fan 
about his fascination with the dirt... 







Working at the MotoGP at Valencia last year 
there was talk about your new deal with Ka¬ 
wasaki and the wide opinion in the paddock 
seemed to be that you’d kick ass this season... 

I was talking to my Team Manager a bit about 
that before. I’d heard the same thing because 
with social media now the fans can tell you 
directly what they think. I’ve seen those com¬ 
ments. Honestly, I have to believe in my abil¬ 
ity but I’m changing teams and the bike has 
changed a lot from last year to this year with 
the current regulations. It is a new bike for me 
and I’m joining the ex-world champion in a 
team that he built up, basically, and I do feel 
the pressure. I know that if I can get the right 
feeling with the bike then I can do a better job 
than I did with Honda. Whether that ends up 
being a championship or just more race wins 
we’ll have to wait and see. 

Maybe there are two ways to look at the deal; 
that you are joining one of the top teams 
in the paddock and giving yourself the best 
chance of a championship. However on the 
other hand Kawasaki pretty much stops at 
Superbike and there is not that chance to 
spread your wings and look again to MotoGP, 
for example... 

I think the second point is completely not true. 

I rode with the biggest manufacturer in the 
world who can create as many opportunities 
as they want in MotoGP. I had opportunities in 
the past but never with the right package and 
I thought aligning myself with a manufacturer 
like Honda would have delivered that, so for 
me it more about new challenges and setting 
different goals. With Kawasaki, like you say, I 
think I have one of the most competitive pack¬ 
ages in the championship and instead of trying 
to have a long term goal...well, I’m 28 and I 
need to start thinking about getting it done. 
Right now this is the best place for me to be. 


Was it disheartening to see the loyalty and 
effort with one manufacturer didn’t really turn 
out? 

It was really frustrating but it is what it is. 
Honda Europe were really good to me but 
there was no technical effort into Superbike 
whatsoever. Honda and HRC spoke to me at 
the beginning of the year about Grand Prix but 
I’ve been there and I’ve ridden one of the best 
bikes so I know just how tough it is. I know the 
high level of the riders and the manufacturers 
so to go there on sub-par machinery...! don’t 
know how my motivation would be for that. 

I really enjoy the winning feeling I have from 
Superbike. When I looked at my options on the 
table there were two opportunities and the one 
that motivated me was the one I could go and 
win races with. 

On the subject of machinery...how is the 
KX450F motocrosser compared to the Hondas 
you’ve had? 

Oh, the KX just revs on for days. I can pull 
it a lot longer in the gear so it makes riding 
the track much easier. Fortunately I’m sur¬ 
rounded by top technical guys and I spent a 
bit of time at the track with the Showa people 
and they were able to help me with my forks. 
They proved a bit hard to set up in the begin¬ 
ning but now I have the bike dialled and I’ve 
been riding with some fast guys. I’m enjoying 
my motocross, it’s where I started. I’m a field 
motocrosser inside a road racer’s body. 

Do you still ride a lot? 

Since last Wednesday I’ve ridden every day bar 
two (six days). I ride a lot. When I’m home in 
the Isle of Man I ride with David Knight [former 
Enduro Champion] a little bit, maybe once or 
twice a week but here in Barcelona there are 
so many good tracks. The fuel’s cheap as well. 

I have some friends who ride the GPs out here 
doing training camps so I have been hitchhik¬ 
ing along with them. 















JONATHAN REA & MX 


People were saying you were only a couple of 
second slower than Max Anstie [MX2 Kawa¬ 
saki rider, winner of the ’14 Belgian GP] the 
other day... 

I’m not sure about a couple of seconds; that 
might have been a keen stopwatch! There 
were telling me that I’d score points in a Brit¬ 
ish Championship race, which inflated my 
ego a little bit! I take my hat off to those guys 
because to be competitive in that sport, well, 
it’s brutal and for the reward compared to the 
effort they put in...They need to ride so much 
to be competitive and many while injured 
because their bodies get so beat up. It was just 
cool. I’d never met Max but I know Mel [Po- 
cock, Anstie’s team-mate] and Jake [Nicholls, 
Wilvo Forkrent KTM rider] and just to ride with 
those guys was like some trackday nut being 
able to share laps with Valentino. People would 
never get to do that but in motocross you 
can... 

Where does the buzz come from in MX? 

In road racing I get my kicks out of achieving 
little goals like keeping my lap times the same 
for a certain distance in the race or making the 
podium; that feeling. It is different because in 
motocross you get that ‘cool’ sensation quite a 
lot as you are in the air and the bike is danc¬ 
ing underneath you. The surface is changing 
every lap so it takes a lot of adaptation and 
mental strength. The feeling of achievement in 
motocross is quite high but road racing is my 
job so maybe if I was a motocrosser I would 
get my kicks out of putting my bike in the van 
and going to Mallory Park for the day...but it is 
impossible. I need two guys just to get my bike 
started. Motocross is so accessible, and it is 
not my job. I can ride and relax, take a packed 
lunch and sit out the back of my Vito. There is 
no pressure and it becomes more fun. 


Do you follow MXGP and the AMA scene? 

Yeah, yeah. Not so much the Nationals but GPs 
and the supercross... 

So considering the colours you’re wearing this 
year... 

I know what you’re going to ask me! 

What’s your verdict on Ryan Villopoto in 
MXGP? 

I honestly don’t know...but fuck, Villopoto has 
got his work cut-out; big time. Cairoli knows 
the circuits inside out. If he does it [win] then 
he will be one of the first Americans to come 
over and conquer [right away]. It is quite cool 
for Europe right now because Kenny [Roczen] 
is doing well in America. However if there 
was any American who could come over and 
do well in Europe then it has to be Ryan. I’m 
happy to be connected with him via Kawasaki 
and I hope to get to a few races. I want him to 
win and do well but there is a slight doubt. At 
the back of my mind I’m wondering ‘why come 
and do it?’ Will it be the ‘hungry’ Ryan from 
a few years ago? I really hope that he shows 
up. I don’t think it will be the ‘Villopoto-Cairoli 
Show’. I think Paulin will be super-fast. He will 
be the dark horse. 



THE OPENING SALVO... 


By David Emmett 

T he 2015 MotoGP season is officially under 
way. The giant grandstands that line both 
sides of the Sepang circuit have echoed to the 
bellicose roar of MotoGP bikes. Back in Europe, 
Moto2 and Moto3 have had their first run out 
after the winter, the support classes testing at Va¬ 
lencia. The two locations illustrate the difficulty of 
going testing in February. Despite the fact that it 
didn’t rain on any of the three days at Sepang, the 
oppressive tropical heat meant that there were 
only really three usable hours of track time each 
day. The hours between noon and five pm were 
simply too hot to provide any usable data, pun¬ 
ishing tyres, engines, and above all, riders. I found 
that out myself when I went out to walk the track, 
which proved tougher than expected. In Valencia, 
the support classes had different, more typically 
European problems. The first day of the test took 
place in glorious sunshine, but rain put the kibosh 
on the last two days. It could have been worse: 
the teams who went to Alcarras for a private test 
found the track covered in a layer of snow. 

Test they must, however, if they are to be pre¬ 
pared for coming season. Given the outcome of 
the first MotoGP outing, there is clearly still work 
to be done. Only one factory, Honda, has no ma¬ 
jor changes still to go through, yet they still have 
areas they wish to improve. What became appar¬ 
ent at Sepang is that the RC213V - in its factory 
guise - is fast, but not easy. Marc Marquez and 
Dani Pedrosa ended the test quickest, blitzing the 
rest of the field and getting down into 1’58 terri¬ 
tory. Pedrosa fell just short, but made a mistake 
on his fast lap that cost him a tenth of a second, 
he reckoned, and so was confident he could have 
matched his team-mate. 

But the bike has problems still. The front end 
is well sorted but the rear is still not generating 
enough grip, and tending to slide instead. That 
was one problem which plagued the two newcom¬ 


ers to the bike, Cal Crutchlow and Scott Redding. 
The pair are a little shell-shocked, having expect¬ 
ed to get on the bike and be fast from the off. But 
it appears that having Marc Marquez as your lead 
rider and Casey Stoner as your test rider is not 
always the advantage it may seem. Yes, you can 
be certain your motorcycle will be quick. But it 
won't necessarily be easy to get it to be that way. 

Of the Honda riders, Dani Pedrosa made the 
strongest impression, posting a very strong race 
simulation. The - enforced - change of crew chief 
has revitalised Pedrosa, who clearly has much 
to make up for after a difficult season in 2014. 
Questions about reversing last year’s experiment, 
when Mike Leitner focused on the last part of the 
race, rather than the start, were answered with 
an impish grin and a chuckle. When motorcycle 
racers start looking impish, you had better take 
cover. 

While Honda are focusing on refinement, Yamaha 
and Ducati have major upgrades coming. At 
Yamaha, we are waiting for the fully seamless 
gearbox - that’s clutchless changes both up and 
down. The test riders have been using it for some 
time, Colin Edwards having tested it late last year. 
But Valentino Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo are itch¬ 
ing to get their hands, or perhaps feet, on the 
new hardware. Head of Yamaha's MotoGP project, 
Kouichi Tsuji, reckoned it should give about 2 
seconds over race distance, mostly through im¬ 
proved tyre management over the duration. Tyres 
are where MotoGP races are won and lost, so this 
is key. 

Even without the seamless gearbox, the Yamaha 
were competitive. Rossi and Lorenzo were both 
quick and consistent and Pol Espargaro looked 
like he has made the step forward which riders 
are supposed to do after their rookie season. 



Watching from trackside, Rossi seemed fantastic, 
riding better than he ever has before. Lorenzo, 
too, was on form, in stark contrast to this time 
last year. Lorenzo looks trim off the bike, and silky 
smooth onboard, something he and Rossi put 
down to the improvements of the Yamaha. The 
Ml now handles the reduced fuel, introduced last 
year, exceptionally well, and the tyres are a lit¬ 
tle easier to deal with as well. The chances of a 
Marquez whitewash for the first part of the up¬ 
coming season look pretty remote. 

It was Ducati who left the media most frustrated, 
mainly because of what they did not bring. The 
Desmosedici GP15, the brand new bike designed 
from the ground up by Ducati Corse boss Gigi 
Dall’lgna, was not present, and will only be ready 
for the second test at Sepang. To say the new 
bike is eagerly awaited is something of an un¬ 
derstatement - indeed, I am typing this as I wait 
to board my plane to Bologna, for the official 
presentation on Monday. The lack of a GP15 did 
not mean Ducati had nothing to test. Instead, 
they brought a GP14.3, a version of last year’s 
bike with a chassis modified to allow a different 
geometry, one that is closer to what will be used 
on the GP15. It proved successful, both Andreas - 
Dovizioso and lannone - circulating quickly. The 
results on the GP14.3 made us even more eager 
to see what they can do on the GP15. 

Further down pit lane there was much more work 
to do. Suzuki had fixed their reliability problems 
but are now down on power. The six weeks it took 
them to locate and sort the issue was the time 
they had originally scheduled to be working on 
more horsepower. That puts the factory on the 
back foot for the start of the season, the Suzukis 
down 10 km/h or more along Sepang’s fast front 
straight. Extracting power is not as easy as it 
seems but with the excellent handling the bike 
already has both Aleix Espargaro and Maverick 


Vinales could be a real threat at tracks like Jerez, 
where horsepower is less of an issue. Vinales was 
the rider who impressed me most, his rate of pro¬ 
gress simply astonishing. He got faster every time 
he went out on the bike, ending the test within a 
few tenths of his more experienced team mate. 

Aprilia faces the most work; unsurprising given 
how late they made the decision to switch to Mo- 
toGP. The new engine is an improvement, but the 
new chassis is anything but. Both Alvaro Bautista 
and Marco Melandri rejected the new bike almost 
immediately after riding it. The performance of 
the two riders reflected their demeanour. Bau¬ 
tista is cheerful, enthused, aware of the work to 
be done, but happy to be back on a factory bike. 
Melandri looks (and rides) like he would like to be 
anywhere but here. Whenever I saw Melandri, his 
expression was pained. On the evidence so far, 
Melandri is a disaster waiting to happen. 

A final quick note about the Moto3 test at Valen¬ 
cia. The glorified sewing circle that is the media 
room in MotoGP has been ablaze with gossip 
about Fabio Quartararo, the 15-year-old French¬ 
man who won the Spanish CEV Moto3 champi¬ 
onship last year. Rumours of record-breaking lap 
times at private tests were confirmed at Valencia, 
where he lapped under the race lap record and 
was easily the fastest man on track. A lot of peo¬ 
ple have told me they expect him to be the rider 
to beat Marc Marquez, weighty expectations of a 
very young athlete. So far, he looks like the real 
deal. Get his signature now, while you can. It is 
going to be worth a lot of money soon. 



Feature 








Most of the bike crates will be on their way to Doha this week as 
MXGP gets packed to spring out of the box for the longest campaign 
on record from the 28th of this month. OTOR went to Yamaha’s 2015 
Official Team Presentation in Italy last week to catch up with ’14 run¬ 
ner-up Jeremy Van Horebeek and new team-mate Romain Febvre (one 
of four top MX2 racers heading into the premier class due to their age 
this year). As Van Horebeek says “anything can happen in motocross” 
so instead of ruminating on who might produce the goods for Tony 
Cairoli’s championship this season we instead cast an eye over some 
of the riders expected to make a play for glory at Losail... 
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By Adam Wheeler 
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Y amaha signalled their intent and could not 
have done it with more conviction at their 
2015 Official Teams Presentation. A long but 
immensely slick - and informative - event was 
given a first class edge that few other manu¬ 
facturers have afforded their racing efforts 
since the end of tobacco and the crisis years of 
2008 onwards. 

In truth Yamaha were in need of something like 
this plush outline of their road racing and off¬ 
road plans for almost a decade. The Endurance 
and national superbike teams are actively sup¬ 
porting the new R1 (with World Superbike teed 
up for 2016) and active campaigns for the new 
YZ and WR off-road models are found through 
expanded presence in MXGP (two riders in the 
premier class and the deployment of Standing 
Construct in MX2) and Yamaha again ventur¬ 
ing into Enduro for the first time since 2008. 
The MotoGP team remains a separate entity 
and is directly supported from Japan, instead 
of being a Yamaha Motor Europe project but 
the flush offices of YMR near Monza were the 
site for the Europeans to lay forth a new com¬ 
petitive structure featuring the likes of Erik 
Eggens and Andrea Dosoli at the helm and in 
place of long-serving and outgoing figure Lau¬ 
rens KleinKoerkamp. 

We’re here to see how Yamaha intends to tack¬ 
le 2015 and beyond but also speak to Jeremy 
Van Horebeek and Romain Febvre about MXGP. 
The former heads into a third season in the 
category and a crucial term this year where 
many will be watching to see if the Belgian can 
rise from being a perennial podium presence 
to improve on his sole victory to-date (taken at 
last summer’s Czech Grand Prix. Febvre is in a 
different predicament and embarks on a rookie 
term in MXGP. The 23 year old Frenchman suf¬ 
fered a broken arm and also a double hernia in 


his back which limited his riding time during 
the winter but he was able to contest all three 
rounds of the recent Italian Championship 
(Internazionali D’ltalia) and finished second to 
JVH’ at the final round at Ottobiano last week¬ 
end...only four days after these interviews were 
conducted. 

The 2015 YZ450FM looks more fetching with 
extra splashes of white, black rims, Akrapovic 
cans and that prototype electric start for a 
second season in a row. We sat with both rac¬ 
ers before the lights dimmed and OTOR’s own 
Gavin Emmett hit the stage to open an impor¬ 
tant new chapter for the fast blue bikes. 
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The 25 year old finished a steady fourth at Qatar in what was his factory Yamaha debut in 2014. The 
year before he was an MXGP rookie and trying to recover from a broken finger. There was not too 
much evidence of what was to come at Losail last February and the former Motocross of Nations 
winner looked like he was relieved to get the championship-opener out of the way. Of course by the 
following weekend he was on-fire and not only took his first MXGP podium finish but also the first 
of twelve that season, eleven of which in a row. From the interview below Jere is already playing 
the long-game for 2015 so it will be interesting to see what kind of racer turns up in the desert. Van 
Horebeek is fit and ready to go so he has to be a firm contender for another trophy...at the least. 


JEREMY VAN HOREBEEK 
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Jeremy, was there a point in the off-season 
where you sat on the sofa and were able to 
assess a decent 2014? 

Yeah... I had a good off-season, some fun with 
friends and then got back to work in November 
with physical training. In January I was in Sar¬ 
dinia for a month riding the bike a lot and it all 
went to plan. 2014 was an awesome year but 
I still made some mistakes, stupid mistakes, 
rookie mistakes. It was only my second year in 
MXGP. It is a new season now and I don't know 
what to expect. Was I lucky? I don’t know but I 
don't think so, and I feel really good. The goal 
is to fight for the title this year and we’ll see 
how it goes after a few rounds. 

Can you talk about those mistakes? There 
must also be plenty of examples when you 
were riding better than any time in your ca¬ 
reer... 

Like in Finland. I wanted to follow Tony [Cai- 
roli] and was just over the limit. I had a huge 
crash. I’m the type of guy who is always say¬ 
ing to myself ‘don’t go over the limit’. I know 
I don’t have to do it and I normally don’t but 
that day I was! I finished tenth and was fourth 
overall so it was a not a big disaster. For the 
rest Thailand and my first podium...l don’t 
know, maybe it was a lucky shot but then I 
did it again the next week and again the week 
after. I just knew I had speed [after Thailand] 
so I was not worried and wasn’t stressed any 
more. I could always make the top five and the 
podium spot. This year we have changed some 
details on the bike and everybody who sees 
me riding says that I am doing awesome and 
I’m really fast so we’ll see what it brings. The 
first two rounds of the Italian Championship 
didn’t go so well because of some bad luck but 
it doesn’t matter because we are only starting. 


What does being ‘over the limit’ mean to you? 

It is a matter of focus. Everything goes a little 
faster. When you are on the limit then you still 
have time to watch all the bumps and take-in 
everything visually. In Finland, at that mo¬ 
ment, it was all a bit too quick and that’s when 
I made the mistake. It was not the only one I 
made. I cased the quad jump in Lommel but 
that was a different story because it was some¬ 
thing I did to try and go faster. It came through 
the will to be quicker. 

Is it physically draining to ride like that? Men¬ 
tally it must be harder to handle... 

The physical side of riding is a mental game 
anyway. At some GPs you feel tired after fifteen 
minutes; you need to take two laps and then 
you’re over it. At some races you don’t feel 
tired at all. So much is in the head and if you 
tell yourself that you can be there and you can 
push then it fights against that. 
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At some points in the season are you racing 
the track as much as the other riders? 

Oh yeah. Sometimes you even race yourself. 
You might be at the front but you have a bad 
feeling. In some motos when I was second I 
just didn’t ‘feel it’. I was talking to myself in the 
helmet and was trying to motivate myself to go 
faster...I’m sure everybody does that. 

Does it sometimes feel like a lonely sport 
then? 

Yeah, it does feel lonely sometimes, even if you 
have an awesome team to come back to. The 
good thing is that the sport is never boring. It 
is so extreme and so nice. Being fast on a dirt 
bike is one of the best feelings in the world... 
because it is difficult. 

Loket must have been a performance high¬ 
light. You pushed Tony hard, so much so that 
he made a mistake and you took your first 
win... 

Yeah, I was at the maximum because we were 
pushing each other. I know now that if you can 
stay with Tony and stay on his wheel then he 
will make mistakes. It is a point where you can 
beat him and I think we have seen proof that 
if you can get some pressure on him then he 
will make mistakes. That’s the key: stay close 
and you can beat him. I had been on the po¬ 
dium many times before Loket so I had already 
made a ‘step up’ but to finally win again since 
my first time in 2009 was a great deal. I was 
really happy. Maybe I will not win so many GPs 
- I don’t know - maybe I will be just Mr Con¬ 
sistent but I’m fine with that. I would love to 
fight for the title this year. 

You and I were watching Kiara Fontanesi win 
the Women’s World Championship at Loket 
and I remember you saying “it has to happen 
for me today, I really want to win”. After all 
the podiums it seemed like you were ready or 
even desperate for that success... 

Haha! Loket is not my favourite track for the 


design or the layout but the soil is difficult and 
you have to have a good feeling on the bike. I 
felt like I had an advantage already in my head 
because I liked the terrain. The way I looked at 
it was that if I was second or third on tracks I 
did not like so much then why could I not win 
at a place where I really like the ground? I was 
thinking about that in the motos. Overall it 
was an awesome season but it is time to look 
forward now. I said to the team “we have one 
goal; the championship” and if we end up top 
three then wonderful but then it can be a dis¬ 
aster also. That’s how racing goes. If you look 
at Stefan Everts then one year he was a cham¬ 
pion and then the next he hurt his knee and he 
had to come back. You never know what will 
happen in motocross. 

You changed the Yamaha quite a bit for 2014. 
The rear was slung low and it seemed like a 
quietly powerful animal. So what have you 
done to it for 2015? 

Last year it was good already but I still had 
some details that I wanted to change about the 
character of the engine. The team have done 
a great job with that and the bike is complete; 
totally how I would like it to be. If I built it 
myself then it would be exactly like I have now. 
From the outside you will not notice much dif¬ 
ference from last season but the small adjust¬ 
ments just make it better for my style. 

Was one of those improvements to do with 
starts? You got away quite well in 2014 but 
not many holeshots... 

We are on a good way with that and I can feel 
it from the starts we’ve had in the Italian races 
already. I think if I get away in front then I can 
stay there quite easily. I know what I am able 
to do. 


You were fit last year for just your second 
campaign in the premier class. Any changes 
to improve the fitness for ’15? 

I feel really fit this year. Last year also, oth¬ 
erwise you are not able to get to the front in 
MXGP. I think that the 30 minute plus two will 
be even easier for me now. In terms of recu¬ 
peration also, Mondays are better. We changed 
some things in the training programme and 
time will tell if they really helped me make a 
gain. 

I think you are one of the riders in MXGP that 
people will be looking at to see what will hap¬ 
pen next. People know the potential of Cairoli, 
Desalle, Strijbos, Nagl and Paulin and Ryan 
Villopoto will be a competitive. Perhaps only 
you and Tommy Searle have the big question 
marks over you for 2015 in terms of what race 
fans can expect... 

We will see! For sure there are many good 
riders and I think seven or eight can win a GP 
now. It will be one of the biggest champion¬ 
ship fights in a long time. If I can do the same 
as I did last year then will I be a bad racer? I 
don’t think so. You have to have some luck in 
this sport. You can have the same speed as the 
other guys but then finish fifth because you 
couldn’t find the place to pass. Are you a bad 
racer because you are fifth? Again, I don’t think 
so. Every year you have some injuries and it is 
the shittest thing about out sport. You have a 
stupid crash and you end up hurting yourself 
and that happens every season; that’s why you 
can never really predict. 


Everybody is now wondering about Villopoto... 

He is an awesome rider. So many titles. He 
knows how to ride a bike for sure. It is only 
good for our sport that he is coming over here. 
It would be even better if there was not an 
American championship and a world champi¬ 
onship, just one series; it would be even nicer 
and you’d have all the best riders together. 
Anyway, I’m not scared about racing him. For 
sure he will win GPs and be up front but I also 
think he will struggle at some tracks because 
GPs [tracks] are gnarly sometimes. He will be 
at the front for sure in Qatar because it is fast 
with a lot of jumps but he has also been hurt 
in the past through pushing the limit. I think 
him being here is only going to be good for the 
championship. 







Feature 
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The last Frenchman to ride a factory Yamaha - Steven Frossard - finished as runner-up 
in the series in his debut season (2011). If Romain Febvre can get anywhere close to that 
achievement against seventeen other GP winners in a list of twenty-eight then it will 
be an momentous term for the rookie. Febvre was fast and loose in 2014 for what was 
just his third full campaign in MX2 and won the Grand Prix of State of Goias with aplomb 
before taking third overall in the championship. What can be expected in 2015? 


ROMAIN FIE 13VRI 


III 




It hasn’t been the easiest off-season for you 
but have preparations been OK otherwise? 

Yeah...I’m really happy with the team and how 
they have prepared the Yamaha for me. I was 
a injured during the winter and this meant I 
lost a lot of hours on the track but through the 
tests I feel that we are on-point with the bike. 

I think I need a bit more personal preparation 
but we should be fine for Qatar. 

When you were going through those initial 
tests did you get a feeling for what your first 
MXGP season would be like? Or will it take a 
few GPs for that to come? 

It is difficult to say. It is a new class, new team, 
new bike for me so I cannot say whether I’ll be 
top ten or top five or top twenty. I don’t know, 
and it is a big challenge for me but I know how 
much everybody has been working for 2015 so 
I hope for the best. 

Last year you were throwing that Husqvarna 
250 around at will and had a few years on 
a KTM before that. Do you need a bit more 
respect for the 450? 

I needed to change my riding style for sure 
because on the 250 you can ride aggressively 
and afford to make mistakes but on the 450 
you cannot do this. So you have to be smooth¬ 
er, shift a lot more and use the power and what 
there is in the engine. So I changed things and 
I still need to improve because I’m not used to 
the bike at GP race pace. 

Is the 450 that much more demanding? 

Yes and no. Maybe not so much because the 
manoeuvrability of the bike is so good. For me 
it is better than last year and that is probably 
one of the main strengths. I find it easy to ride 
and that rubs off on other things. 


What was the first thing you wanted to 
change? 

Not much actually. When I first went to the 
workshop I picked up and rode with a standard 
bike for two-three days because I had never 
ridden a Yamaha before and I wanted to under¬ 
stand the base of the YZ450F. Then step-by- 
step we changed the race bike from that base 
setting and I found that every modification 
we made or added made it better and better. 
Overall we did not change that much, although 
I have a different bike to Jeremy because he 
wants a different type of engine and the power 
delivered in another way to what I prefer. So 
the settings are not the same but the bike 
hasn’t been turned upside down. 

Last year you were building up to that victory 
in Brazil for the penultimate round of the MX2 
series and were third in the championship. 

You now go from being a protagonist in that 
class to an unknown entity for MXGP. How 
does that feel? 

It is not easy because I know I am one of the 
top MX2 guys moving up to MXGP...but I don’t 
care. I want a consistent season and to show 
signs of improvement. I want to avoid having a 
good GP and then crashing or finishing twenti¬ 
eth in the next one. That is also the goal of the 
team, there is no pressure and they want me to 
do the job how I see it and score some points. 

I think this is the best way to move into MXGP 

You reached the age limit of 23 for MX2, so 
do you feel like you were pushed out of the 
class? 

Yeah, sure, because in my case I started world 
championship racing a bit later compared to 
the other guys and last year was only my third 
in MX2. I think I improved a lot in those three 
years and it was on mind that with one more 
season a shot at the title would have been pos¬ 
sible. Anyway, I need to move on now. 
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Yamaha have had riders post exceptional 
results in their first seasons on works equip¬ 
ment like Philippaerts, Frossard and Van 
Horebeek and others that have struggled like 
Jorgensen, De Reuver and Roelants. Can you 
see how that has happened? 

I cannot say what went wrong for those guys 
and whether it was a rider or a bike problem 
but I do see how hard the team work to make 
the best possible situation for racing. We will 
see if the results are good or bad but it is hard 
to compare and say if my season will be like 
that of Jeremy’s or of Roelants’. Difficult to say. 
I think every team at this level works for the 
best results but it doesn’t always happen. 


Does it matter to you to be the best of the 
MX2 guys that had to move up for 2015? To 
beat the likes of Charlier, Butron, Lupino...? 

No, not at all. When you are in the gate you 
have one goal and that is to finish first but I 
want to look around and learn as much as I 
can from riders like Cairoli and Jeremy. I don’t 
think there will be a battle between the new 
guys in class. 
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TONY CAIROLI, RED BULL KTM 


Tony comes into his thirteenth season of Grand Prix with two more Italian titles to 
his CV and without nursing any of the small injuries that have plagued the opening to 
his championships. The last time the Sicilian claimed the first round of the year was 
back in 2012 (and he was helped by the Valkenswaard sand] so the 29 year old does 
not need to come out all guns blazing. Cairoli could have chosen to ride a 450SX-F 
this year but stuck with the new 350SX-F and the first major upgrade for the bike 
since 2010 could be ominous for his rivals as the six times champ was already such a 
formidable moto starter. Cairoli is probably the smartest and most experienced rider 
in MXGP; which means he'll escape if he can at Losail but at the same time will smile 
and enjoy the prospect of any duel for victory. Rest assured that 222 will gladly bag 
the maximum amount of points in the eventual pursuit of seven in a row. 






Feature 


Clement looked trim and fit when we bumped into him at Anaheim 2 earlier this year. 
The Belgian has clearly had a winter of piling up the track miles and since he had to 
recover from a broken scaphoid at the end of last season. Clement has been on the 
Suzuki since 2010 so it is a bike and team he knows inside-out and his results in sand 
and mud so far through the Internationals indicate he is right up to speed. A showcase 
of relentless pace and style Desalle was the winner of the inaugural Qatar Grand Prix in 
2013 and it would not be unrealistic for him to succeed again in the Doha night air. 
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P A new team for the 24 year old Frenchman doesn't necessarily mean that the 

winner of the 2013 Grand Prix of Qatar will need a bedding-in period. Paulin has 
always been a very adaptable rider [he won his MXGP debut in Italy in 2011) and his 
last major meeting was that comprehensive display that helped with the Motocross 
of Nations for his country. With the might of HRC in his corner and the tutelage of 
Jean-Michel Bayle then it is crunch time for GP21. He will be a force to be reckoned 
with and is one of only two riders to have walked the top of the podium at Losail. 

GAUTIER PAULIN, TEAM HRC 






Feature 


Being back on Austria-based equipment for Max Nagl is promising sign considering the 
German chased Tony Cairoli for the championship in 2009 as a works KTM rider. Nagl has 
always been almost uncatchable if he's in a hole-shotting mood and his potential for 
Qatar lies in the fact that he dominated the penultimate round of 2014 in Brazil and took 
a strong second place in Mexico. He is part of a well-organised and efficient team for 
2015 that cannot be far away from the support package he had in place at HRC last year. 
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RYAN VILLOPOTO, 
MONSTER ENERGY KRT 


If Ryan Villopoto wanted a quiet life then heading to MXGP 
might not have been the best choice as a career move. The AMA 
legend will discover just how popular his name and profile is on 
an international scale over the next six months and his status 
will climb even further if he starts running away with motos and 
Grand Prix. For all his proven pedigree, victories, titles, ability 
and ridiculous speed Qatar will still be Ryan's debut in the FIM 
Motocross World Championship and the glare will not be brighter 
on any other rider. He is far too experienced to let that be a factor 

- and he doesn't have to worry about distractions from any crowd 

- but he is also human and knows that the eyes of hundreds 
and thousands will be on him as his participation also means 
something more than simply another American attempting the 
world series. For the nature of the Losail ground and layout I think 
RV has to be favourite for GP1 but it depends on the effect his 
presence has for the other MXGP athletes. 


■ 
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T he family of dual-purpose Adventure V- 
twins highlights what KTM is all about, 
even if the Austrian firm’s rise to become 
Europe’s biggest bike manufacturer has been 
built mostly on smaller single-cylinder models. 
The Adventures are so well established that it 
hardly seems possible that the original, 950 
Adventure, based on the previous year’s Dakar 
Rally winning V-twin, was produced as recently 
as 2003. 

Two years ago the 1190 Adventure’s arrival 
signalled a shift towards road-friendly perfor¬ 
mance, which is maintained with this year’s 
additions to the family. The 1290 Super Adven¬ 
ture is a powerful and sophisticated flagship 
designed for long-distance travel. By contrast 
the 1050 Adventure is an entry-level V-twin, to 
the extent that in Europe it can be restricted 
and ridden on an A2 licence. 
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That wasn’t a consideration with the 1290 
Super Adventure. A decade or so ago, even 
the most powerful superbikes barely made 
160bhp. Now that’s the maximum output of 
this adventure bike, although its 1301cc V-twin 
engine has been detuned by 20bhp from its 
specification in the 1290 Super Duke R. 

The Super Adventure is essentially a blend 
of that super-naked model and the 1190 Ad¬ 
venture, with extra wind protection and luxury 
features added to the mix. Its 75-degree V-twin 
engine loses a little at the top end but produc¬ 
es even more midrange torque, and is smooth¬ 
er at low revs thanks to a heavier crankshaft. 

It’s a stonking powerplant that gives the Su¬ 
per Adventure fantastic performance, whether 
it’s pottering through town or revving harder 
on the open road, where it feels effortlessly 
rapid and long legged. Throttle response is 
very smooth, even in the more aggressive of 
the four riding modes, and the refined Bosch 
traction control system makes the torque very 
useable rather than scary. 

Chassis performance is just as impressive, 
and also boosted by electronic refinement. The 
1290 follows previous Adventures with its tubu¬ 
lar steel frame and long-travel WP suspension, 
which gives a generous 200mm at each end. 
For such a comprehensively equipped bike 
it’s light, at 229kg without fuel, and has agile 
handling that very much adds to the entertain¬ 
ment. 

The Super Adventure comes with KTM’s first 
semi-active system, which incorporates four 
settings, adjustable via buttons on the handle¬ 
bar. It works superbly, especially in the softer 
Comfort mode, which gives a compliant ride 
at a steady pace, then firms the forks under 
braking, or the shock under acceleration, giv¬ 
ing a taut feel and improved control when it’s 
needed. 


The KTM is bursting with neat design and 
practical touches. Its intricately shaped screen, 
adjustable by hand on the move, gives an out¬ 
standingly turbulence-free ride. The big, 30-li- 
tre tank stretches range to around 250 miles. 

The hand-guards, heated grips and heated seat 
(which has individual controls for rider and pil¬ 
lion) should make that comfortably achievable. 
Electronic features include cruise control and 
Bosch’s cornering ABS system, which helps 
the Brembo brakes give superb stopping abil¬ 
ity. The Super Adventure also debuts cornering 
headlights: three LEDs on each side, linked to 
the lean-angle sensor, which illuminate in suc¬ 
cession as the bike banks through 10, 20 and 
30 degrees. 

It’s an ingenious idea, and just one more 
classy feature on a long and impressive list. 

The Super Adventure not quite the perfect 
bike; it’s tall for shorter riders, and far from 
cheap (£15,999 in the UK). But it’s an extraor¬ 
dinarily versatile and utterly brilliant machine 
that confirms just how far KTM has come in 
the last dozen years. 

















KTM 1290 SUPER ADV & 1090 


"IT'S A STONKING POWERPLANT THAT GIVES THE SUPER ADVENTURE 
FANTASTIC PERFORMANCE , WHETHER IT'S POTTERING THROUGH 
TOWN OR REVVING HARDER ON THE OPEN ROAD , WHERE IT FEELS 
EFFORTLESSLY RAPID AND LONG LEGGED..." 
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Its family connections are clear, but the 1050 
Adventure is a very different V-twin to the 
range-topping Super Adventure. It’s essen¬ 
tially a detuned, less lavishly equipped ver¬ 
sion of the 1190 Adventure, designed to be 
rideable (in restricted, 35kW form) by Euro¬ 
pean riders with an A2 licence. To be eligible, 
the original model can’t produce more than 
double that amount; hence the 1050’s maxi¬ 
mum output of 95bhp. 


Along with a reduced capacity of 1050cc, the 
Adventure has engine mods that improve 
low-rev performance but cut top-end power, 
which peaks at just 6200rpm. The 1050 bor¬ 
rows the 1190’s tubular steel frame and alu¬ 
minium swing-arm but uses slimmer forks, 
a simpler rear shock, and cast rather than 
wire-spoke wheels. It also has less refined 
electronics with basic traction control. 


It still has plenty of punch, accelerating with 
an addictively long-legged feel and a very 
responsive, flexible delivery that makes it 
not just quick but also easy to ride. It feels 
flat at the top end but cruises effortlessly at 
80mph, well short of a top speed of about 
130mph. It also give very respectable wind 
protection from its 1190 style fairing and 
screen, which is adjustable by hand, though 
not while riding. 

The 1050 can’t approach the performance 
of the 150bhp 1190 Adventure, it’s not es¬ 
pecially cheap (£10,999 in the UK), and its 
non-adjustable seat will be on the high side 
for some... 





















"ITHE1050 IS AN ENTRY LEVEL MODEL ONLY BY THE LOFTY 
STANDARDS OF THE ADVENTURE FAMILY. IT'S A VERY 
CAPABLE ALL-ROUNDER WITH ENOUGH OF EVERYTHING TO 
APPEAL TO RIDERS OF ALL LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE...." 
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TW STEEL 

Visiting the Yamaha Motor Racing HQ near 
Monza last week it was easy to see who are 
some of the prominent partners for the facto¬ 
ry MotoGP team. Among the gleaming lobby 
area with an array of Ml machinery is a small 
TW Steel demo stand showing off the official 
line of timepieces that the Dutch firm have 
fashioned not only for the works Blue camp 
but also Valentino Rossi. The Yamaha Factory 
Racing Watch Collection By TW Steel involves 
two different models at 45 and 48mm dimen¬ 
sions with varying water resistance (5 & 10 
ATM), mineral crystal (with a sapphire layer 
on the 924 and the 925) and appropriate de¬ 
tailing among other tech specs. The Valentino 
Rossi Collection By TW Steel boasts three 
VR|46 models (935-37) and is a little more 
subtle - especially the 937 - and again come 
in 45 and 48mm steel cases with PVD dark ti¬ 
tanium coating. We’ve yet to get our hands on 
the watches to make a judgment on the build 
quality, weight, fit and overall presentation 
but the fact that Yamaha have been quick to 
align themselves with this young and proac¬ 
tive company is a decent sign. 

For more info and photos have a look at: 
w w w.twstee I. co m/e n/#/h o me/watc h es/ 
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ATLAS 

Atlas have come up with another solution 
for junior riders with their ‘Broil’ brace. The 
product is described as a ‘marriage of a neck 
brace and a neck roll. It takes the structural 
mid and back end of a neck brace and com¬ 
bines it with tough but comfortable padding 
to round out the front. This collaboration 
results in the perfect safety device for small 
children’. The Broil is slightly smaller than 
the Tyke junior brace and weighs just 375 
grams (0.8lbs) and features Atlas’ distinctive 
spine-free supports. Again like other braces 
from the Canadians there are some inventive 
colour-ways, and graphics can also be cus¬ 
tomised as kids love to wear the cool stuff... 


www.atlasbrace.com/atlas-broll/ 
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